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                  LARRY KING, HOST: Tonight, the military's don't-ask/don't-tell policy is

                  under the gun again. Joining us from Washington, Arizona State

                  Representative Steve May. His openness about his sexual orientation may

                  get him kicked out of the Army Reserve. In Aspen, retired tennis star

                  Martina Navratilova. In Louisville, Kentucky, the Reverend Albert Mohler

                  Jr., president of the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary. In Madison,

                  Wisconsin, Democratic Congresswoman Tammy Baldwin, a member of the

                  House Judiciary Committee, who is gay. And in Columbus, Georgia,

                  Republican Congressman Bob Barr, also a member of Judiciary. 

                  They're all next on LARRY KING LIVE. 

                  Good evening from Washington. The issue of gays in the United States

                  military has been in the news again recently. Arizona State Representative

                  Steve May, who is also in the Army Reserves, is under investigation by the

                  Army, could be discharged for violating the don't-ask/don't-tell policy. 

                  Steve May is openly gay, but the Army didn't even start to look into that

                  orientation until it got word of remarks he'd made on the floor of the Arizona

                  legislature way back in February. 

                  Ironically, while he's being investigated, May is also being considered for a

                  promotion in the Reserves. 

                  He spoke about his predicament last Friday. 

                  (BEGIN VIDEO CLIP) 

                  STEVE MAY (R), ARIZONA STATE HOUSE: I'm a soldier. I'm a

                  legislator. I have chosen to live my life with integrity. Because of the

                  legislature, I'm visible. Because of my integrity, I have created a conflict. 

                  That doesn't make me a gay activist. That makes me an honest soldier and a

                  good legislator. 

                  (END VIDEO CLIP) 

                  KING: Steve May joins us here in Washington. We'll have a panel, as we

                  told you, join us later. This got a lot of nationwide, international attention

                  with a front-page story last week in The New York Times. And in today's

                  "New York Times," on the editorial page, a major editorial, is bigotry in the

                  military. 

                  And about this case, it says: "But better training will not prevent absurd

                  outcomes. The case of Steve May, a Republican state legislator, shows how

                  irrational the policy is. Mr. May is gay and made reference to his own

                  orientation when debating a bill about health insures. He is now under

                  investigation and may be discharged from the military." 

                  Are you shocked by all this? 

                  MAY: Larry, the story is really absurd, and I think my case does show

                  uniquely how absurd the policy is. Don't-ask/don't-tell simply doesn't work. 

                  KING: Was it well-known that you were gay? 

                  MAY: I have been open about my sexual orientation with my constituents

                  for three years. I ran for office first in 1996. 

                  KING: So you were elected to the legislature with the constituency knowing

                  you were gay? 

                  MAY: Absolutely. 

                  KING: And that is a conservative Republican (UNINTELLIGIBLE)? 

                  MAY: Correct. 

                  KING: I mean, what's that? Scottsdale? 

                  MAY: Scottsdale, Paradise Valley, East Phoenix, the Biltmore- Arcadia

                  (ph) area. 

                  KING: Are you basically a conservative Republican? 

                  MAY: Absolutely. In fact, no one has ever challenged those credentials at

                  all. 

                  KING: What was the debate about in February that caused you to mention

                  it on the floor of the House? 

                  MAY: One of the other representatives had offered a bill which would have

                  prevented cities from implementing domestic partnership benefits. These

                  were cities whose voters had already decided to offer these benefits to their

                  own city employees, and she basically wanted to prevent the cities from

                  implementing the voter-approved plan. 

                  KING: So you got up and spoke against her and the plan, right? 

                  MAY: Correct. 

                  KING: And blasted the -- some of the conservatives in your own party as

                  well? 

                  MAY: Well, just the particular ones who use very ugly personal attacks

                  against me, my family and my constituents. 

                  KING: They were saying it on the floor of the House? 

                  MAY: Oh, yes. It was offensive. 

                  KING: Like what? 

                  MAY: That homosexuals -- excuse me. That homosexuals were at the lower

                  end of the behavior spectrum, that homosexuality leads to bestiality, animal

                  sacrifice and cannibalism -- just amazingly disgusting terms. 

                  KING: By the way, we have invited -- had invited representatives from the

                  United States military to appear with us tonight and they declined. When

                  were you in active duty? 

                  MAY: I was active-duty for two years, three months and eight days. 

                  KING: When? 

                  MAY: From May of 1993 to August of 1995. And then I was on an inactive

                  status, not at all involved in the military. 

                  KING: Are you an officer? 

                  MAY: I'm an officer. I'm a first lieutenant. 

                  KING: Why don't you just quit? 

                  MAY: Well, it's not that easy. I was not in the military, of course, for 3 1/2

                  years. And then when the Kosovo crisis heated up, I was sent orders to

                  report for duty and I did. That was my obligation as a soldier. I can't refuse

                  orders when the nation's at war. 

                  KING: Did you go? 

                  MAY: So I did. I pulled my uniform out of the attic and went back to an

                  active Reserve unit. And that's what I've been doing now since April. 

                  KING: Well, if it's don't-ask/don't-tell and you'd already told, how did they

                  not know? 

                  MAY: That's the great -- I'm confused too, Larry. When I first got orders to

                  report back in for duty, I was confused. And every month that I went there

                  and served -- April, May, June and July -- prior to them conducting their

                  investigation, I was confused, because I had been open and honest about my

                  life publicly now for three years. 

                  KING: So did someone contact the Army to say you should be tossed out

                  and used as an example your speech on the House floor? MAY: My

                  commander told me that she had received a complaint -- and she wouldn't

                  tell me who it came from -- but a complaint with a copy of a newspaper

                  article that talked about my sexual orientation. 

                  KING: That domestic thing calls for what? If two homosexual partners are

                  living together, one gets the benefits of hospitalization and the like? 

                  MAY: Well, it would have allowed employees... 

                  KING: Like a married couple? 

                  MAY: It would have allowed employees of the state to access the health

                  insurance benefits on even keel, so equally with those who are married.

                  That's correct. And it's not just for homosexuals. It's for domestic partners,

                  whether they be homosexual or heterosexual. 

                  KING: There are many, many, many gay conservatives, right? 

                  MAY: There are very many. In fact, I just returned from a Log Cabin

                  convention, which is a convention of gay conservatives. 

                  KING: Gay conservatives. And is it disturbing to you that most of the

                  constituency against you in the Senate and the House is conservative? 

                  MAY: It is disturbing, because really sexual orientation is irrelevant. It's

                  irrelevant for military service and it's irrelevant for political service. 

                  My constituents elected me knowing my sexual orientation, knowing my

                  military background, because they care about the same issues that I care

                  about: public education. I worked very hard to improve our public schools in

                  Arizona, cutting taxes, stopping corporate welfare, which runs rampant

                  through the Arizona legislature. 

                  KING: But does it disturb you when someone says that politician is anti-gay,

                  their thinking is it's a Republican conservative? 

                  MAY: Yes. 

                  KING: If I gave you the hypothetic, they are -- coming into this door now is

                  an anti-gay person and he's elected to office, you would guess he's a

                  Republican conservative, right? 

                  MAY: Well, I think that's an unfair stereotype, but certainly many people

                  hold that stereotype. But there are certainly Democrats also who are

                  anti-gay. 

                  KING: So you felt this all your life? 

                  MAY: That I was Republican, yes. 

                  KING: And anti-gay, and you felt both the hits and the misses of this. 

                  MAY: Absolutely. 

                  KING: Why do you want to stay in the service? Why at this point would

                  you care? 

                  MAY: Well, it's my obligation. When the nation called me back into service

                  in February of 1999 as the Kosovo crisis was heating up, I didn't have a

                  choice. 

                  KING: But why now do you want -- I mean, they may dismiss you, right?

                  Where does it stand now? You're up for promotion and dismissal? 

                  MAY: I'm up for promotion to captain, right, and my captain's board meets

                  in November. And I'm also under investigation for dismissal under a violation

                  of the don't-ask/don't-tell policy. 

                  KING: If they dismiss you, is that appealable? 

                  MAY: No. I don't -- no, it's not. 

                  KING: Would it disturb you if you were dismissed? 

                  MAY: Well, it disturbs me that my otherwise spotless record would be --

                  would end this way. 

                  KING: More with state representative Steve May of Arizona. We'll spend

                  another section with him and then bring in our entire panel. 

                  This is LARRY KING LIVE. Don't go away. 

                  (BEGIN VIDEO CLIP) 

                  WILLIAM J. CLINTON, PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES: The

                  issue is not whether there should be homosexuals in the military. Everyone

                  concedes that there are. The issue is whether men and women who can and

                  have served with real distinction should be excluded from military service

                  solely on the basis of their status. And I believe they should not. 

                  (END VIDEO CLIP) 

                  (COMMERCIAL BREAK) 

                  KING: We're back with Arizona State Representative Steve May. He's up

                  for re-election again next year. And he has been elected already with his

                  constituency knowing of his -- well, I would say sexual choice. It's not your

                  choice. You don't know why you're gay, do you? 

                  MAY: No. It was not a choice I made at all. I did choose to serve my

                  constituents in the legislature. I did choose to serve my country in uniform.

                  And I also made a choice to live my life with integrity, and that's what's

                  caused this conflict. 

                  KING: Do you -- how many -- do you know how many people -- men and

                  women -- have been tossed out of service since don't-ask/don't- tell, who

                  told and got tossed? 

                  MAY: I don't know how many since the beginning, but I know that the

                  statistics today are that three to four service members are discharged every

                  day. Those service members are otherwise qualified, they perform well in

                  their job duties. They're discharged simply because of their sexual

                  orientation. 

                  KING: And how does it come out, usually? Is there an usual pattern? Did

                  they tell someone? Is that the usual way? 

                  MAY: There are any number of ways this could happen. Perhaps they made

                  a statement to friends. The policy as it stands now says that you can't even

                  tell your mother, your brother, your sister, your best friend. 

                  KING: What if I tell on you? Does that dismiss you? 

                  MAY: That would cause an investigation, absolutely. 

                  KING: It does, even though you never said it to anybody.. 

                  MAY: Absolutely, absolutely. It would cause an investigation. And the same

                  -- you'd be in the same situation I am now. 

                  KING: Are you supporting your senator, McCain, for the presidency? 

                  MAY: I have endorsed Senator McCain. I want him to be president. 

                  KING: Do you know where he stands on this? 

                  MAY: I have heard comments that he's made in the press, but ultimately

                  this.. 

                  KING: What has he said? 

                  MAY: Well, he says that he supports me and opposes discrimination against

                  gays and lesbians. But he supports don't ask, don't tell. That's really an issue

                  that... 

                  KING: Is that a conflict, do you think? 

                  MAY: Well... 

                  KING: Is it to you? 

                  MAY: Well, I'm not a single-issue voter. I think most Americans are not

                  single-issue voters, but really this is about soldiers serving with integrity in 

                  the military. And that's what this issue needs to comes back to is that I served

                  my country in uniform because I want to serve my country in uniform. 

                  KING: When your were in the military -- we had a soldier killed last year,

                  didn't we? Fort Campbell? 

                  MAY: We had a soldier killed this year. 

                  KING: This year. When you were in the military, did you see much anti-gay

                  against you or others? 

                  MAY: Not me, personally. 

                  KING: Never saw it? 

                  MAY: No, not at all. In fact, since all the recent publicity I have received

                  e-mails from all over the world from people I served with back at Fort Riley.

                  I've gotten nothing but support from them, from soldiers past and present.

                  It's really been very -- very gratifying. 

                  KING: And other armies around the world don't even deal with it, right?

                  They don't discuss it.. 

                  MAY: No, absolutely not. In Israel, one of the finest fighting forces in the

                  world, everyone serves, regardless of sexual orientation. So they have

                  soldiers serving openly gay in Israel and in many, many services across the

                  world. 

                  KING: How did the bill come out in the legislature? 

                  MAY: It died. It really was an ugly bill. And there was so much hate-filled

                  rhetoric, I think most of the members of the House were embarrassed. Even

                  those who supported the issue were embarrassed by the rhetoric from my

                  opponent. 

                  KING: So what is the law now in communities in Arizona regarding gays

                  and health benefits and the like? 

                  MAY: Well, cities and counties are allowed to choose whether or not they

                  extend health benefits to domestic partners of their employees, just like many

                  Fortune 500 companies now offer the exact same benefit. 

                  KING: That's right. Does Phoenix do it? 

                  MAY: Phoenix does not. Tempe just implemented that program, Tucson

                  and also Pima County. 

                  KING: Phoenix does not. 

                  MAY: Phoenix does not. I understand they're considering it. 

                  KING: How do you feel, Steve, about all of this? I mean the way it's hit you

                  now. And then you made the speech in February. You figured it went away,

                  right? You knew you were up made for the captaincy, and suddenly they're

                  investigating you on the front page of "The New York Times," you're on a

                  worldwide program tonight. How you react to all of this? 

                  MAY: Well, it's all very confusing because all I am trying to do is serve my

                  constituents in the legislature. That's where my focus has been, that's where it

                  will continue to be. That's my agenda. I also responded to the call that my

                  nation sent to me by certified mail in February of 1999. That's my obligation.

                  And I want to live my life with integrity. 

                  KING: Do the Log Cabin Republicans question their party a lot, because

                  you're at odds with, often, planks in your party's platform, aren't you? 

                  MAY: Right, but we agree with the core values of the Republican Party. 

                  KING: You are a conservative? 

                  MAY: Correct. But we believe in the core values of the Republican Party: a

                  limited government, a strong national defense, individual liberty, economic

                  freedom. Those are the core values of the Republican Party. 

                  Now there have been histories in our party where the far right, really

                  theocrats, have taken over our party. Well that's not who I am. That's not

                  who most Republicans are. We want more freedom for people. We want

                  less government for people. That's the Republican Party I belong to. 

                  KING: Libertarian Republican. 

                  MAY: Well, that's the party of Barry Goldwater. 

                  KING: Yes. You lambasted someone in particular -- did you not? -- in the

                  legislature. I mean, opponents but there was one person in particular you

                  really took on, wasn't there? 

                  MAY: Well, the particular sponsor of the bill, who said that homosexuality

                  was at the lower end of the behavioral spectrum and basically condemned

                  me to an early death because of my sexual orientation, I responded to her

                  that she was ill-informed. 

                  KING: Do you converse with her in the halls? Do you... 

                  MAY: You know, in politics... 

                  KING: ... ever sit down to lunch together? 

                  MAY: Sure -- well, sure. You know, in politics... 

                  KING: Strange... 

                  MAY: Well, you can be best friends on one issue and bitter enemies on the

                  next. And so... 

                  KING: You probably supported the same issue in many times on other... 

                  MAY: And many times we did. As a matter of fact, a newspaper did a study

                  and found that I voted with her 70 percent of the time over the course of the

                  legislative session this past time. There are may issues where we're strong

                  allies. 

                  KING: Isn't it painful to you personally, emotionally painful? 

                  MAY: Well... 

                  KING: A member of your party, you agree with her 70 percent of the time

                  and she thinks you're vermin. 

                  MAY: I think it's unfortunate that some people believe that way, but you

                  know in this country we have a long history of recognizing that we have

                  differences of opinion, differences in our lives, but still we all have to work

                  together as Americans. We can't divide our nation over small differences of

                  opinion. 

                  KING: We will meet a panel to discuss this. We'll be taking your calls as

                  well. 

                  This is LARRY KING LIVE. 

                  David Frost tomorrow night. 

                  Don't go away. 

                  (BEGIN VIDEO CLIP, AUGUST 14, 1999, "EVANS NOVAK HUNT

                  & SHIELDS") 

                  ROWLAND EVANS, CO-HOST: As president, Governor Bush, would

                  you go back to the pre-Clinton era when gays were not admitted to the

                  military? 

                  GEORGE W. BUSH (R-TX), PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE: I'm for

                  don't ask, don't tell. This is a policy that Colin Powell thoughtfully put in

                  place. 

                  EVANS: That's Clinton policy. 

                  BUSH: well, if that's the Clinton policy I support that. But I think it's up to

                  the military to make sure we enforce it. 

                  (END VIDEO CLIP) 

                  (COMMERCIAL BREAK) 

                  KING: Welcome back. We're discussing gays in the military, the don't

                  ask-don't tell policy, and now a whole broader discussion of gay rights. 

                  Our panel: Here in Washington, Arizona State Representative Steve May,

                  being investigated by the Army reserve, may be discharged because of his

                  orientation, may be promoted; in Aspen, Colorado, retired tennis star

                  Martina Navratilova; in Louisville, Kentucky, the Reverend Albert Mohler

                  Jr., president of the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary; in Madison,

                  Wisconsin, Democratic Representative Tammy Baldwin, a member of the

                  House Judiciary Committee, who is also, like our guest in the studio in

                  Washington, openly gay; and in Columbus, Georgia, Republican Bob Barr

                  of Georgia, also a member of the Judiciary Committee. Let's get our panel's

                  thoughts. 

                  First on the May case, Martina, what do you make of all of this regarding

                  the legislator? 

                  MARTINA NAVRATILOVA, FORMER PROFESSIONAL TENNIS

                  PLAYER: Well, I just can't -- the don't ask, don't tell cannot work because

                  you have to be able to tell the truth. I mean, morality is about telling the truth.

                  So how can you tell the truth and then pretend you're not who you are? 

                  KING: So you think there should be -- the policy should be if you're fit to

                  serve, you're fit to serve, no matter what you are? 

                  NAVRATILOVA: I think it's been proven that sexuality has nothing to do

                  with one's ability to serve the country. I would love to be able to serve the

                  country, but right now I couldn't. 

                  KING: Congressman Mohler -- I mean, Reverend Mohler, where do you

                  stand on this particular issue regarding Steve May? 

                  REVEREND STEVE MOHLER, SOUTHERN BAPTIST

                  THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY: Well, the one thing I would be in

                  agreement with Representative May is that the don't ask-don't tell policy

                  doesn't work. It is inherently wrong. And the American people believe the

                  homosexual behavior is a legitimate issue. And the federal courts have

                  affirmed that indeed it is a legitimate military issue for our armed forces. And

                  so I'm in agreement that the don't ask-don't tell policy doesn't work, but on

                  the most fundamental issue of homosexuality, there is widespread belief

                  among Americans that it is fundamentally wrong and has no place in the

                  military. 

                  KING: So, therefore, you don't think -- you think if you're gay you should

                  not be in military service? 

                  MOHLER: Yes. 

                  KING: OK. 

                  MOHLER: And I believe that that is exactly what the armed forces have

                  said by this policy. 

                  KING: Congresswoman Baldwin, your thoughts on the May case. 

                  REP. TAMMY BALDWIN (D), WISCONSIN: Well, I think that

                  Representative May puts a face on this issue. A capable young man

                  dedicated to his country ought to be able to serve with pride. And we

                  shouldn't have a policy that forces him to be dishonest in any way. And he's

                  made that point very well. 

                  I think beyond that the policy of don't-ask/don't-tell has proven a failure.

                  We've seen the amount of harassment against gays in the military increase.

                  We've seen the number of discharges increase under a policy that was

                  supposed to have the opposite effect. And I really think that Steve's case in

                  so many poignant ways means that we need to re-examine this policy.

                  KING: And Bob Barr of Georgia, nice to see you again, Congressman.

                  Your thoughts? 

                  REP. BOB BARR (R), GEORGIA: Thank you very much, Larry. I

                  appreciate being a part of this very distinguished panel. 

                  The issue, despite what Lieutenant May kept saying over and over and over

                  again, that it's so confusing for him, is not confusing at all. It's not complex at

                  all. As the pastor has said, there is very sound military policy at stake here

                  by such a -- enunciated by such very distinguished modern generals as

                  General Norman Schwarzkopf, who has said that homosexuality is

                  incompatible with good order of the military. That being the case, that is

                  what our military has said. That is what this Congress and previous

                  Congresses have stated very clearly in the law. Whether George Bush feels

                  otherwise or not, homosexuality is incompatible with military service. 

                  KING: So Congressman Barr, you also -- you also disagree with don't-ask

                  -- everybody on the panel then doesn't like don't-ask/don't- tell, but you

                  and... 

                  BARR: I guess it's unanimous. 

                  KING: ... and Reverend Mohler for different reasons. You would not have

                  any gay in the military whether they tell or don't tell, right? 

                  BARR: No. I would uphold the federal law passed in 1994 before the

                  Republican majority that says that homosexuality is incompatible with the

                  military and should not be allowed. 

                  KING: Your party, Representative May, passed that law? 

                  MAY: Yes, Larry, of course, that's true. But the issue really isn't about gays

                  in the military. Gays have always been in the military. I am in the military.

                  Gays will always be in the military. 

                  The issue is about discrimination in the military. And the issue is also about

                  asking soldiers to violate the basic military code of honor: duty, honor,

                  country. 

                  KING: Reverend Mohler, what is your problem with Steve May being in the

                  military? Steve May is sitting right here. What's your problem with him? You

                  have a problem with him being in the military. It is what? 

                  MOHLER: It is his homosexual behavior. And this, again, is one more

                  example of how the homosexual agenda has been literally intrusive into

                  almost every dimension of American life. And here the military, which is

                  supposed to be about defending our country and to be about military goals

                  and military means, is having to deal with an issue where there are some

                  whose agenda has tried to force the armed services into being about social

                  work and social change. And we have really a pretty fundamental consensus

                  in this country that this is wrong... 

                  KING: Let me get -- let me get... 

                  MOHLER: ... a popular (ph) consensus and a legal consensus. 

                  KING: Let me get a break. Our panel will be with us all the way. We'll also

                  be including your phone calls. Don't go away. 

                  (COMMERCIAL BREAK) 

                  KING: Just so we understand where everybody stands, Congressman Barr,

                  do you take it beyond the military? Are you opposed to the bill to eliminate

                  discrimination in hiring, firing on the basis of sexual orientation? 

                  BARR: Oh, I think that if we try to get into that federally, Larry, whether it's

                  the employment, Nondiscrimination Act or so-called "hate crimes," we're

                  opening a can of worms that I don't think we'd ever see the last of. 

                  KING: So you would be against the bills? Or for... 

                  BARR: Yes, against both -- I would be against -- against the hate crime bill,

                  because it leaves these -- these terms very ill- defined. It doesn't define

                  sexual orientation, yet it tries to enforce people who don't like somebody's

                  sexual orientation... 

                  KING: But you don't disagree -- you don't disagree with there should be no

                  discrimination against hiring someone because of their sexual orientation, do

                  you? 

                  BARR: Yes, I do disagree with that. 

                  KING: You do? 

                  BARR: Yes, absolutely. There are some professions, such as the Boy

                  Scouts, where I think here also homosexuality is incompatible with the goals

                  of the organization itself. I think in teaching -- and there may be others as

                  well. 

                  The pastor may very well like to address that in terms of... 

                  KING: I will get to that. Martina, are you surprised that this -- as a gay

                  person, we seemingly -- some people say they have come a -- Are you

                  surprised this is still apparently a very major issue in this country? 

                  NAVRATILOVA: I am, you know, because I mean, I came to live in this

                  country -- I lived in -- under a communist system in Czechoslovakia. And I

                  left that country so I would be free. I thought this was the land of the free. I

                  didn't think it meant land of the free as long as you're heterosexual. 

                  Now the Czech Republic -- they're having domestic partnerships. They're

                  having relationships that are -- recognized homosexual relationships that are

                  recognized as much as heterosexual ones. And I feel like, what do I need to

                  do now? Go back? I don't want to. 

                  I am surprised at the rhetoric and the misinformation that still exists to this

                  day among very well-educated people. 

                  KING: Reverend Mohler, it would seem that you feel that sexuality is a

                  choice. Did you choose heterosexuality by choice? 

                  MOHLER: Well, first of all, I don't believe anyone is born a homosexual. I

                  believe that God's creative intention was that we be created man and woman

                  and to be related to each other in a heterosexual fashion. 

                  KING: So then homosexual -- so a homosexual chose to be homosexual by

                  an intellectual decision? 

                  MOHLER: Absolutely... 

                  KING: Why? 

                  MOHLER: ... and certainly chose a homosexual activity. 

                  KING: Why? 

                  NAVRATILOVA: How do you know? How do you know? I didn't choose

                  this. 

                  MOHLER: Well, I know any act is chosen. I will deal with... 

                  NAVRATILOVA: Feelings. 

                  MOHLER: ... it, just the level right now. The act -- the act is chosen. 

                  I believe the feelings are the result also of a sinful inclination. And that's

                  something I know that some persons have to really struggle with to

                  overcome, but I also believe in God's grace, that can and is overcome. 

                  NAVRATILOVA: But why should I overcome something that I am very

                  happy with? How is sinful -- how is loving another individual sinful when that

                  individual loves you back? Where is the wrong -- what is wrong with that? 

                  MOHLER: Well, the first issue is I believe God has clearly revealed that it's

                  wrong. Almost every civilization -- virtually every civilization throughout 

                  time has ruled that it's wrong. We rightly privilege heterosexual relationships.  

                  And it has been that way throughout human civilization. 

                  The result of embracing the homosexual lifestyle is cultural chaos, the

                  breakdown of our entire moral order. 

                  It may be popular, but it is not going to work. 

                  KING: Congresswoman Baldwin, are you surprised that this is still a major

                  issue? 

                  BALDWIN: Well, I actually don't know that our panel this evening is

                  necessarily reflective of thought throughout the nation anymore. I think that

                  people like Steve May and others who have become the subject of public

                  discussion have brought us a long way in recognizing that there are honest,

                  hardworking, committed citizens who are engaged in public service. And I

                  think that people are beginning to say enough with the discrimination, both in

                  the civilian job force as well as the military job force. 

                  KING: We'll pick up with Steve May and the panel. And Steve may want to

                  cross-examine some of the panel as well, and the panel may wish to ask

                  questions of him or Martina or Congresswoman Baldwin. They're are guests

                  for the full hour. Your calls will be included. I'm Larry King. Don't go away. 

                  (BEGIN VIDEO CLIP, DECEMBER 19, 1997) 

                  REV. JERRY FALWELL, LIBERTY UNIVERSITY: As a minister of the

                  gospel of Jesus Christ who believes the Bible to be the word of God, of

                  course, I believe that homosexuality is wrong. It's moral perversion. 

                  (END VIDEO CLIP) 

                  (BEGIN VIDEO CLIP, APRIL 22) 

                  ELLEN DEGENERES, ACTRESS: You know, I think that people are just

                  scared and have been conditioned to think that we're some kind of freaks,

                  that we live -- I hate the term "lifestyle." We don't live a lifestyle. We live a

                  life. 

                  And it's -- it's -- it's the same as anybody else. 

                  (END VIDEO CLIP) 

                  (COMMERCIAL BREAK) 

                  KING: We're back with our panel. 

                  And I know that Representative May has been champing at the bit to say

                  something to Reverend Mohler and possibly Congressman Barr, and we'll

                  pick it up from there, but, Steve? 

                  MAY: Well, Larry, I'd have to agree with something Representative Barr

                  said and that is this is about military readiness. This is about defending our

                  nation. When I received those orders from the Pentagon in February of

                  1999, I knew that I was at risk for being activated for duty in Kosovo. I

                  knew that I was at risk for coming home in a body bag. My mother knew

                  that, my partner knew that. It was something I considered very seriously.

                  But that's my job. That's what I'm trained to do. Gay and lesbian soldiers

                  across the country in our services risk their lives every day in training as well

                  as in actual combat. 

                  KING: Do you disagree -- we'll go back to -- we'll have Mr. Barr respond

                  in a minute -- but do you disagree with Reverend Mohler, who he said that

                  most of the country agrees with him? 

                  MAY: Oh, he's absolutely incorrect. I don't know which polls he's reading,

                  but all the polls that I've seen show that almost 80 percent of Americans

                  support employment and non-discrimination so that gays and lesbians aren't

                  fired simply on the basis of their sexual orientation. 

                  KING: Congressman Barr, this man was willing to die for you recently. 

                  BARR: Well, first of all, I would hate for this to degenerate into a battle of

                  statistics. I mean, people use statistics... 

                  KING: But he -- no, he's not a statistic. He's Steve May, and he was willing

                  to go to Kosovo... 

                  BARR: Well, that may very well... 

                  KING: He was willing. He's sitting here. It's not a statistic. It's him. 

                  BARR: Well, but he's throwing around statistics and other people are. This

                  is a very real issue. It has nothing to do with statistics. 

                  You're right, Larry. It has to do with military readiness. And while Mr. May

                  may pat himself on the back and think he's a great legislator -- I think he said

                  that -- the fact of the matter is that I think military leaders like General

                  Norman Schwarzkopf know an awful lot more about military readiness and

                  what happens in units in the Army when the homosexual element is

                  introduced into it than he does. And they say it is incompatible. That has

                  been consistent military doctrine throughout our nation's history. It has

                  served us well and we ought to continue it. 

                  KING: How, then, has America done so well at work since everyone admits

                  there's a lot of gays that have served over the years? Barry Goldwater said

                  many are buried at Normandy. 

                  BARR: Well, that's not really the point, Larry. The fact of the matter is you

                  set a policy and you try to adhere to it. There will always be exceptions to

                  every single rule. That's not the point. The point is you establish a policy

                  based on the guidance of your military leaders, not a particular individual

                  member with an ax to grind. If you start doing that, then you might as well

                  not have military discipline in order to begin with. 

                  KING: Steve, did you want to say something to the congressman or to

                  Reverend Mohler. 

                  MAY: Larry, I've been given instructions by my commanders to continue

                  serving in my position as the executive officer of the 348th Transportation

                  Company in Phoenix, Arizona. On September 10th, I'll go back and train

                  my soldiers. We're going to conduct a truck rodeo... 

                  KING: Unless they throw you out. 

                  MAY: They won't do it that quickly. I'll continue to serve probably for six

                  months to a year before action is taken. We're going to do a truck rodeo to

                  train my soldiers to be better drivers, and I'm going to train my headquarters

                  personnel to receive and issue missions. 

                  KING: And who... 

                  MAY: And that's my job. 

                  KING: And who, Reverend Mohler, is he harming? 

                  MOHLER: Well, I think it is the larger picture of the military. And who he's

                  harming personalizes it in a way that we probably can't even get at here

                  because it's 250 million Americans. 

                  We have to take this issue seriously. In 1991, candidate Bill Clinton said that

                  if elected he would be for homosexuals what Harry Truman was in terms of

                  the race issue. The only reason we have a don't ask-don't tell policy is

                  because President Clinton was unable, given the opposition in the armed

                  forces and in the population at large, to push through his first agenda. So

                  what we have now is a lowest Clinton denominator policy of don't ask, don't

                  tell. It is sound military policy. It is sound moral policy that homosexuals

                  should not serve in the military. 

                  KING: Congresswoman Baldwin, how would you respond to that? 

                  BALDWIN: Well, precisely the same arguments that the congressman and

                  the reverend are making right now were used before the military integrated

                  along racial lines. These arguments have been used to hold women from all

                  positions of responsibility in the military historically, and of course women

                  have made some tremendous advances. 

                  We've heard these arguments time and time again about incompatibility for

                  military service, and we've proven them wrong time and time again. And I

                  think this case and the many other cases that are out there continue to erode

                  the wisdom of don't ask, don't tell. It makes no sense. 

                  KING: Martina, when you started to feel this affection for the same sex, did

                  you think to yourself, is this wrong? I mean, when you have a feeling... 

                  NAVRATILOVA: Well, I knew it wasn't exactly popular. 

                  KING: But obviously, did you start to examine your -- did you say, why is

                  this? Did you ever examine the choice? If it wasn't a choice, why it

                  happened to you? 

                  NAVRATILOVA: It wasn't a choice. It was like this -- this is who I am.

                  And this is what -- this is what is going to complete my life. It was not

                  anything that I thought about ahead of time. But when it happened, I was

                  like, oh, that's what it's about. 

                  KING: All right. And are you shocked to hear... 

                  NAVRATILOVA: Absolutely not a choice. 

      KING: Are you shocked to hear what you hear here tonight? In other words... 

                  NAVRATILOVA: I've heard it all before. I am just, again, surprised that

                  educated people keep making these statements. 

                  I would like to ask Steve May a question. Isn't it true that the reason

                  homosexuality is supposedly not compatible with military service is because

                  it makes the heterosexual soldiers very uncomfortable because of comments

                  like these that we've been hearing tonight? 

                  BARR: That's not true. 

                  MAY: That is... 

                  BARR: That's not the reason. 

                  KING: Well, you were in -- Steve, you're the gay person in the military. Do

                  you think that's the reason? Because it makes heterosexuals uncomfortable? 

                  MAY: Well, it may make some heterosexuals uncomfortable, but frankly,

                  Larry, some white people are uncomfortable living and sleeping with black

                  people and vice versa. We continue... 

                  KING: Still? 

                  NAVRATILOVA: Exactly. That doesn't make it right. 

                  MAY: We continue to have race problems in the military, but the military has

                  a culture which has worked very hard to prevent or try to mitigate the

                  problems of race and gender integration. However, the military has worked

                  very hard to promote the problems dealing with homosexuals in the service,

                  to promote homophobia, harassment and even violence against gay service

                  members. 

                  KING: You certainly don't support violence, Congressman Barr, against

                  gays because they're gay? 

                  BARR: No, that's... 

                  KING: What do you think happens to -- what would happen to Steve in the

                  military that concerns you about readiness and Steve? What could happen to

                  him that would make you concerned? 

                  BARR: No, none of us on this problem condone violence. And that's not the

                  issue here at all. That's a red herring. What concerns me is the same thing

                  that concerns our military leaders like General Schwarzkopf. And that is that

                  in the military you have to have absolute, strict, immediate adherence to

                  commands. You can't have loyalties from one soldier to another, whereas

                  homosexuals... 

                  KING: All right, but gays -- gays would not respond to commands? Is that

                  the point? I don't understand. 

                  MAY: My soldiers obey my commands, and I follow those of my

                  commanders. 

                  BARR: The point is when you have a homosexual officer or a homosexual

                  enlisted man and you interject them into a small cohesive military unit, they

                  begin to either develop bonds or animosities with other soldiers. That is a

                  proven fact. General Norman Schwarzkopf, who is from West Point and led

                  this nation to victory in Desert Storm, is not lying when he says that. He

                  know knows what he's talking about, Larry... 

                  KING: Don't... 

                  BARR: Lieutenant May has an ax to grind... 

                  KING: Forgive... 

                  BARR: ... He doesn't know. 

                  KING: Forgive my ignorance. Don't bonds and animosities develop among

                  heterosexual soldiers? 

                  BARR: Well, there are always going to be bonds and animosities... 

                  KING: So? 

                  BARR: ... but history has proved that it accelerates and it expands... 

                  KING: You mean... 

                  BARR: ... with the homosexual element. 

                  KING: ... gays bond more and are more demonstrative. This is a fact? 

                  BARR: Well, now that -- yes, that is. That is what -- and they have testified,

                  Larry, these generals have testified before Congress to that. They have

                  brought experts in. And I agree with the pastor... 

                  KING: How do you... 

                  BARR: ... It's ridiculous that we have these arguments, but they have proven

                  it to me. 

                  KING: All right, how do you respond, Steve, to his -- Schwarzkopf is a

                  military hero. He's certainly not a regressive man. Colin Powell -- how do

                  you respond? 

                  MAY: Well, the issue is, again -- in militaries across the world and in history

                  since -- all recorded history, gays have served in the military. Ultimately this

                  is about... 

                  KING: Now how do you respond to respected generals who are opposed

                  to your position? 

                  MAY: They've never done studies. The generals haven't worked with                

                  contemporary American soldiers in maybe 30 years. I work with troops. I  

                  work in the trenches with the troops, and I've been doing it since 1993. 

                  BARR: Norman Schwarzkopf hasn't worked with contemporary soldiers?

                  What nonsense is that? 

                  MAY: Well I don't know when the last time you were in the service was,

                  Representative, but I serve with soldiers today. And soldiers support me and

                  I support them. And that -- the real issue here is asking... 

                  BARR: No, you just tried to say that General Schwarzkopf hadn't worked

                  with real soldiers. What are you talking about? 

                  KING: Yes, you said that... 

                  MAY: No, he... 

                  BALDWIN: I'd like to interject. 

                  KING: All right, go ahead. Tammy, go ahead. 

                  BALDWIN: Yes, actually, when the policy was brought into question back

                  in 1993, the Pentagon, the Congress did look to some research on whether

                  a policy change would be in order and actually conducted a study act --

                  asked the Rand Corporation to look at this issue. And they came out

                  resoundingly with their conclusions and recommendations to Congress and

                  the military that the policy, the prohibition on gays in the military be stricken.

                  And it was ignored by the body that examined those results, but they in fact

                  did ask for research, and they did ask for recommendations. 

                  KING: All right, I've got to... 

                  BALDWIN: And it was pretty strong. 

                  KING: I got to get a break here. We'll come back. We'll include your phone

                  calls. 

                  Don't go away. 

                  (COMMERCIAL BREAK) 

                  KING: We'll include some phone calls. Hanover, Germany, hello. 

                  CALLER: Yes. Hello, Larry. 

                  KING: Hi. 

                  CALLER: Thank you for taking my call. 

                  KING: Sure. 

                  CALLER: My question is for Representative May. Now, I was discharged

                  in 1984 after 18 years, 364 days, which is one day before presidential

                  intervention would have been required. 

                  KING: What's your question? 

                  CALLER: Basically because I was homosexual. I was on the list for E-8... 

                  KING: What's the question? 

                  CALLER: ... with a special recommendation as first sergeant. 

                  KING: What's the question? 

                  CALLER: And my question to Representative May is, what would you do in

                  this case? You would be discharged. And we're setting here, all of us... 

                  KING: What is your question! 

                  (CROSSTALK) 

                  CALLER: .... and condemned. 

                  KING: OK. If you're discharged. 

                  MAY: Well, I think this is, again, it's about living your life with integrity. And

                  that's the situation I'm in, and this gentleman... 

                  (CROSSTALK) 

                  KING: He's saying you may be discharged. 

                  MAY: He's saying I'll also be discharged and so I will. But my... 

                  KING: Would it be dishonorably discharged? 

                  MAY: I don't know if I would be dishonorably discharged. Most service

                  members now who are prosecuted under don't-ask/don't-tell are discharged

                  honorably. 

                  But you know, the issue is I was called back into active service by my

                  country during the crisis in Kosovo and I responded to the orders. 

                  KING: Do you get mad then when you hear Congressman Barr or

                  Reverend Mohler? 

                  MAY: Well, I think it's offensive. I think it's a poor choice of words. 

                  I was called back by my country. I didn't ask to go back in. I'm not trying to

                  make a statement. I have work to do back in my district. 

                  I was called to serve in uniform and I was willing to die for my country. I do

                  not have an ax to grind. 

                  KING: Reverend Mohler, don't you appreciate that on Mr. May's part? 

                  MOHLER: Well, without any doubt. Just talking to him here by means of

                  this program, I can see much in Representative May that is very honorable

                  and that would be admirable, certainly his willingness to serve his country.

                  That really isn't the issue here. Not everyone who's willing to serve or even

                  demonstrates that kind of courage under fire should serve the country. There

                  are other issues involved here. 

                  The military has said that there is the priority of unit cohesion, which is

                  absolutely essential in warfare. It is the generals -- just as Representative

                  Barr has said -- the consensus of military authorities who have said that

                  homosexuality intrudes into that and violates that in a way that they feel

                  would hamper our military effectiveness. 

                  But this is an agenda, Larry, that is being pushed by activists. It is being

                  pushed on the Boy Scouts, as we have seen just recently, and being pushed

                  here in the military. 

                  KING: By whom? By whom? 

                  MOHLER: This is just a part of the picture. 

                  Well, the homosexual movement. And that's not a conspiracy theory.

                  They're very public about the demands they are now making for special

                  rights, for what is called the nondiscrimination rights. But basically,

                  homosexuality... 

                  KING: By the way, you don't... 

                  MOHLER: .... is not a favorable characteristic. 

                  KING: You don't favor discrimination, do you, Reverend? 

                  MOHLER: Well, we all favor some kind of moral discrimination. The

                  question is what kind... 

                  KING: You do? 

                  MOHLER: ... of discrimination. Well, certainly. There are different levels of

                  that. You certainly would want to discriminate against child molesters

                  working at a preschool. 

                  The real issues is all of us discriminate in some sense. Where should we

                  discriminate and on what issues? 

                  As a Christian minister, I have to go by the holy scriptures. And on this

                  issue, I believe the vast majority of Americans clearly are in agreement, we

                  should discriminate. 

                  NAVRATILOVA: OK. How -- how -- I would like to ask the reverend,

                  how would you discriminate against me? What's OK to discriminate against

                  me? Tell me please. 

                  MOHLER: Well, I don't know what exactly you would wish to do, but you  

                  mentioned privileging your partnership as marriage and that just simply  

                  should not happen. No civilized society can recognize homosexual 

                  partnerships on a par with heterosexual marriage. That is just impossible. 

                  KING: I have got to get a break. We'll be right back with more calls. Don't

                  go away. 

                  (BEGIN VIDEO CLIP, DECEMBER 16, 1997) 

                  CHASTITY BONO, GAY-LESBIAN ACTIVIST: When you're

                  promoting this anti-gay agenda, you are literally killing people. We have

                  three times higher rate of suicide for gay youth. It encourages gay bashing. It

                  has an effect on people's lives. 

                  (END VIDEO CLIP) 

                  (BEGIN VIDEO CLIP, MAY 7, 1997) 

                  CALLER: What is your view on homosexuality and the impact it has on

                  society, especially with TV promoting it with the new "Ellen" episode? 

                  KING: Do you have a problem with that, Billy? 

                  REV. BILLY GRAHAM: I think everybody has a problem with that. The

                  Bible calls it a sin, but the Bible also calls jealousy or pride a sin. And there

                  are many, many sins, but there's only one sin. And the real sin that we have

                  is in our hearts and it produces all kinds of effects. And that is one of the

                  sins. 

                  (END VIDEO CLIP) 

                  (COMMERCIAL BREAK) 

                  KING: Toronto, hello. 

                  CALLER: Hi. As an outsider, this discussion is odd and somewhat

                  humorous. For me, I see the U.S.A. has fought in wars and protected human

                  rights for years, and I'm sure that included gay men and women. My

                  question is for Mr. May. Why are you a member of a party, the Republican

                  Party, which generally does not generally support gay rights issues? 

                  KING: Mr. Barr and you are in the same party. 

                  MAY: Yes, and I'm sure Mr. Barr and I agree on many, many issues,

                  primarily, of course, fiscal issues. But the Republican Party isn't the party of

                  homophobia. It's not the party that opposes gay people in American society.

                  Yes, there are some people like Representative Barr and some others who

                  have really hijacked our party and gotten us away from our mainstream

                  values that made our party great... 

                  BARR: Oh, come on now Mr. May. 

                  MAY: We're the party of Lincoln, the party of Roosevelt. We believe in             

                  limited government, not more government. So there's 

                  BARR: I know you think you're a great legislator and a great military

                  strategist, but the fact of the matter is... 

                  KING: He didn't say that. 

                  MAY: I never said that. 

                  BARR: ... you know -- well, you complemented yourself extensively at the

                  beginning. But be that as it may, the fact of the matter is this is not a matter

                  of your great integrity. If you were so full of integrity, you would recognize

                  that the federal law prohibits the practice of homosexuality in the military,

                  and it prohibits homosexuals in the military. That is the law. It was passed in

                  1994... 

                  MAY: Well... 

                  BARR: ... So if you were so full of this... 

                  MAY: Congressman... 

                  BARR: ... almighty integrity that you keep talking about, you would the

                  resign out of the military if you want to protect your integrity. Otherwise

                  you're violating the law. 

                  MAY: Congressman, my nation called me when we were at war in Kosovo.

                  BARR: You've told us that 15 times already. 

                  MAY: And I reported for duty as ordered. 

                  This issue really is about honesty and integrity, Larry, and this is the problem

                  in America today. There aren't many politicians who have honesty and

                  integrity. But I was trained, I was taught these values as an Eagle Scout... 

                  BARR: Only you do, of course. 

                  MAY: ... I was taught these values as an Eagle Scout -- I hope you would

                  too -- as a member of my church, by my parents. These are values that I

                  hold very dear: honesty, integrity, duty, honor, country. And I will not

                  surrender those values. 

                  KING: We'll take a break, be back with our remaining moments. We'll get a

                  comment from everyone on the panel. 

                  Don't go away. 

                  This week on LARRY KING LIVE, tomorrow night it's been two years

                  since the unexpected death of Princess Diana shocked world. I'll talk to

                  David Frost about her life and legacy. And on Thursday night, she's one of

                  the funniest and most outspoken women around. Joan Rivers will be our

                  guest for the hour and take your calls. 

                  All ahead on LARRY KING LIVE, 9:00 Eastern on CNN. 

                  (COMMERCIAL BREAK) 

                  KING: Get a closing comment from everybody but first a quick call from

                  Atlanta -- hello. 

                  CALLER: Hello. 

                  KING: Yes. 

                  CALLER: I'd like to get a response from Mr. Barr. Why -- why do you

                  believe that -- what is the basic fundamental reason that we don't allow gays

                  in the military? 

                  BARR: Well, I... 

                  KING: Is there a fundamental reason? 

                  BARR: The fundamental reason is that when you interject homosexuality,

                  which creates bonds between men that can be very, very strong, you

                  interject an element that interferes with the chain of command and the

                  absolute adherence to orders that might contradict a personal relationship

                  that's developed. 

                  KING: Martina, as we approach the year 2000, from your standpoint, do

                  you think things are going to get better or worse? 

                  NAVRATILOVA: Things are going to get better. Just because some things

                  are law doesn't make them right. We have to remember that interracial

                  marriage was illegal in the country until 1967. That's not so long ago. 

                  This is about social change. It's going to happen. The question is whether the

                  military is going to lead the way or is going to follow. 

                  KING: Reverend Mohler, your final thoughts? 

                  MOHLER: Well, Larry, I believe that homosexuality is one of the great

                  moral challenges facing this nation. The decisions we make on this issue are

                  going to shape the future of our country. We will either order our society by

                  God's law or contravene that law and face the consequences. 

                  But the last word has to be that in the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ there is

                  the means of overcoming all sin, including the sin of homosexuality. And so

                  that last word has to be a word of grace and hope. 

                  KING: And you do love the homosexual, do you not? 

                  MOHLER: Yes, we're told to love the sinner and to hate the sin. And the first  

                  act of really loving someone is to tell them the truth. And we believe that  

                  scripture reveals the truth about homosexuality, and it is an act of love to tell 

                  people what God has said about that sin. 

                  KING: Congresswoman Baldwin, is Congress going to pass or defeat the

                  hate crime and employment discrimination legislation? 

                  BALDWIN: Well, I certainly think that we're making some strong progress

                  and that it's high time, especially after recent hearings in the House and

                  Senate Judiciary committees, to pass the Hate Crimes Prevention Act. 

                  I'm encouraged. I believe that we are seeing a time in our nation where

                  people, you know, they've heard these arguments that we've heard tonight

                  recycled when we had racial segregation. We've heard it time and time again

                  in our country, and people are saying discrimination is wrong and it's time

                  that we ended it in all employment. 

                  KING: Congressman Barr, when there were laws against interracial

                  marriage, were you opposed to them? 

                  BARR: Absolutely, because that is a very clear unconstitutional limitation.

                  The Supreme Court has... 

                  KING: But there were laws? 

                  BARR: Pardon? 

                  KING: States had laws that... 

                  BARR: But I was opposed to those laws and in support of laws that

                  overturned them because it represents a fundamental rejection of

                  constitutional principles. 

                  There is no fundamental constitutional principle or right to homosexual

                  activity. The Supreme Court has said that... 

                  KING: Well said. 

                  BARR: ... consistently, the military has maintained it, and Lieutenant May

                  notwithstanding and Miss Baldwin notwithstanding, that remains the law of

                  the land. 

                  KING: Only have ten seconds. Everybody has been well-spoken. 

                  Representative May, do you think they're going to toss you out? 

                  MAY: Larry, I don't know what they're going to do, but I'm proud to serve

                  my country. I'll keep doing my job until they discharge me. The choice is

                  really up to the Army. I made my choice. That is to serve my country in

                  uniform as I was ordered to do so. 

                  KING: Thank you, Steve. 

                  MAY: Thanks, Larry. 

                  KING: Thanks to all our guests. 

                  David Frost tomorrow. Thanks for joining us from Washington. 

                  Good-night. 
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